




















THE REFORMER. | 


Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and 
seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth 
;udgment, that seeketh the truth.—Jeremiah, v. 1. 
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2 
‘From the Christian Advocate and Journal, 


printed in New York, by the Methodist 
Episcopal Church.| 


THE SECRET OUT! 


‘Fear them not, therefore, for there is 
nothing covered that shall not be revealed, 
and Aid that shall not be Anown.” 


Mr. Editor. —For some months it 
jas been cautiously rumoured in my 
region of country, that one or more 
iravelling agents have been itinerating 
‘rough the land, calling together the 
winisters of the gospel in every city 
anu neighbourhood, for the purpose of 
1 secret conclave. It has been stated 
that at these conclaves, a certain sE- 
cret of vast and paramount impor- 
tance, has been entrusted to them un- 
der a solemn promise of secrecy for a 
specified time. This is all we com- 
mon people could learn of this mat- 
ter, and not a little curiosity has been 
ewakened among us, which until lately, 
was not gratified. 

I now send you the account of the 
whole matter, which | humbly conceive 
io be a conspiracy against the people’s 
nghts,which needs all the secrecy with 
which it has been enveloped ; for when 
disclosed, must be abhorred by every 
lover of civil and religious liberty. 

Be it known then that for some 
months one or more agents have been 
traveltng through the United States, 
calling meetings of the clergy in every 
place, and after obtaining a promise 
of secrecy, entrusting them with the 
lollowing proposition, as nearly as can 
be communicated by my imperfect 
‘hough authentic information. 

1. Let a * Central Society”® be es- 
tablished, say at Boston, New York, or 
Philadelphia, of a character both polit- 
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ded in-printing books of al! kinds. ap- 
proved as orthodox, newspapers, &c. 
&e. 

2. Let a press be established in ev- 
ery city and county in the United 
States, auxiliary to, and dependant up- 
on the Central Society. By these 
means a tremendous engine may be 
brought to bear upon the whole coun- 
try; for the books can be printed so 
cheap as to ruin all the book establish- 
ments in the nation, and the newspa- 
pers as well as the orthordox books 
may “be rendered so abundant as to 
force all others out of circulation.”’ 

3. The effect of these multiplied 
presses, and the monopoly they would 
occasion in politics and religion, being 
devoted to both subjects, are intended 
to establish and discipline a “ Christian 
party in politics,’’ which in a few years 
would bring “‘ millions of electors into 
the field,’ whose “* characters are form- 
ed’’ by the universal dominion of this 
‘** Central Society.” 

After submitting this sweeping pro- 
position, the travelling agent modestly 
solicits pecuniary contributions from 
the Reverend Clergy assembled, to 
be employed in paying his travellin 
expenses. This game has been play- 
ed in the east, north, and west, and 
probably at this moment the south is 
marshalling under the same religious 
and political conspiracy. 

Now, Messrs. Editors, I disclaim 
any other views in bringing this com- 
bination to light, than a desire to warn 
my fellow Christians of their danger, 
and caution them to be awake, lest they 
be overwhelmed in the fearful vortex 
which these modern Jesuits are prepa- 
ring in the erection of what they will 








ical and religious. The objects of this 


Soctety are to raise a fund to be expen- 
Vor. TX ah 


call a salutary ** moral police.” | 
would rejoice in anv additional men 
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sures to promote the cause of God, 
and subserve the glorics of E:monuel’s 
kingdom; and with all such efiorts I 
most cheerfully unite heart and hand. 
dut | conceive that this fearful negoti- 
ation, now In progress, is ** carnal, sen- 
sual, and devilish.”* It is an attempt 
to make Christians,—but will only suc- 
ceed in making hypocrites. It is a 
specious, plausible union of professing 
Christians against infidelity and vice; 
but itis no other than using “ carnal}; 
weapons,” instead of those which are 
‘‘mighty through God to the pulling 
down of the strong holds of Satan.” 
It is in effect serving God and Mam- 
mon, an attempt to unite Christ and 
Belial, to identify the world and reli- 
gion. 

Christians, like their Master, have a 
‘** kingdom not of this world,”” and can 
have no amalganmtion with earnal, 
selfish, or worldly views of aggrandise- 
ment, without suffering in their per- 
sonal piety, and overthrowing the very 
corner stone of our holy religion. 

A Layman. 


— se 





How the author of the above com- 
munication came to the knowledge of 
the secret combination of which he has 
animadverted so freely and justly, we 
cannot tell. That a plan similar to 
the above is in operation we believe ts 
known to many, most of whom were 
put in possession of it in a way which 
does not permit them, consistently with 


known. We are no friends to secret 
associations of any sort, nor do we be- 
lieve it possible long to conceal any 





plan, good or bad. for ** whatsoever is 
spoken in the closet shall be proclaim- 
ed upon the house top. —d. of the 
Advocate. | 


| 
| 


[Poramore full expose of the plan allud-| 
ex| to by the correspondent to the Christian | 
Advocate and Journal, we present the fol-| 
lowing article from the Allegheny Demo-| 
crat, printed at Pittsburg, Pa. We have) 


time, intending to make use of it at a pro- 
per time, which seems new to have arzi- 


[From the Allegheny Democrat. } 


An individual calling himself Cher, 

and assuming the garb and demeanor of. 
minister of the gospel, arrived in this city 
a few weeks ago, and under the pretext 
of organizing a grand national association 
to put down the printing presses now jn 
operation, and establishing a new and pure 
channel of public information, obtained 
considerable sums of money from sever} 
of our citizens. He was in the habit of 
producing letters of introduction to pe. 
spectable individuals, and after binding 
them to secrecy submit his plan, conclu. 
ding with a solicitation for pecuniary aia 

to enable him to prosecute his desi a 
From this place he went to Steubeny lis, 
where the bubble burst and the whole 
affair has been published to the world 
through the columns of the * Herald.” 
The following is the purport of his scheme, 
and test he succeed with this or simly 
impusitions in other places, we subjoina 
description of his person, for the benefit 
of our friends at a distance. 


RLV. MR. CHERRY’S PLAN, kc. 


I. Iie convened those to whom he could 
obtain recommendatory introductions, in 
groupes of from two to six or eight, and 
detailed to them the vices and immorali- 
ties of the day, which loudly call for some- 
thing to be done, in order to bring about 
a Reformation: 


1. Printing Presses are in the hands 
of men who conduct them in full view 
of their own personal interest, regard- 
less altogether of the public—in fact, 
they are for sale to the highest bidder 

2. These presses are according! 
bought up by office hunters, who, 1 
order to obtain them, give money, eX: 
tend the Printer’s subscription, or » 
some other way remunerate him for 
his services in electing them to office. 
On this scale of doing business, few 
honest men can be elected, conse 
/ quently our important offices are most 
ly filled by bad men. 

3. These immoral men, at the seat 
of the State or National government, 
iby their own example encourage ée 
bauchery—and although the laws are 
against it, they nearly all of them ¢ 
courage gambling by their own prac 
tice—they make no laws against dis 
tilliny ardent spirits, because te) 





ved.--£d. Reformer.) 





i themselves are too often engaged i " 
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_are intemperate men, or their con- 


.tituents make and vend ardent spirits, 
and it will not do to offend them; their 
influence might be wanting on the day 
of the next election. 

4. From these growing evils in high 
places, immoralities have spread in 
every direction throughout the Ameri- 
ean community, until the whole land 
has become deluged with corruption 
of every kind—such as bargain and 
sale of office, drunkenness, debauche- 
ry, profanity, gambling, &c. 

5. The money system, Mr. C. said, 
needed reforming—there were too 
many Officers in the public employ, 
and they received too high pay. Rai- 
sing money by lotteries for public pur- 
poses Was bad—it encouraged all the 
inferior kinds of gambling—it was ru- 
jnous every day. 

M. C. said, from the before men- 
tioned evils, it was apparent that to 
sive the public morals something must 
be done—he then enjoined profound 
secrecy, alleging that if his plans were 
known interested men would take eve- 
ry possible pains to defeat them—and 
inquired whether we were willing to 
hear his plan, subject to the requisition 
of secrecy, and on being informed that 
nothing apparent rendered it improper, 
he proceeded to lay the following plan 
before us. 

Il. He showed us how to act efficiently 
against the immoralities complained of. 

1. There must be a simultaneous 
effort made by men of morality and 
religion in every part of our land, and 
as a preparatory measure he would 
visit every part of the United States, 
and impart his secret to such men, and 
bind them to secrecy, and have them 
Waiting against the time of action, so 
that his scheme of reformation might 
be brought to operate upon the cor- 
rapt inhabitants of our country all at 
once, 

_2. Some where in the centre of the 
Union, establish a Press, and get up a 
large newspaper to be edited by nine 
men, (each man having his particular | 
departinent) to be chosen in a way af- 


| 











terwards to be mentioned, which pa- 
per shall circulate all through our coun- 
try—t}is Press to be under the direc- 
tion of Managers. 

3. Precisely at the same time, let 
the friends of Reformation be at their 





| posts, and let a subordinate Press be 


set to work in some suitable place in 
every county in all the States, under 
the superintendence of three managers 
—let the central Press print three pages 
of the paper designed for the different 
counties where sub-Presses are estab- 
lished, and let the sub-Press print the 
fourth page after their arrival and then 
circulate them—this of course would 
leave little for the subordinate Presses 
to do, more than print advertisements, 
local news, &c. 

4. Let all these presses go to work 
at once upon the vices of the times, and 
in a few years, a decisive victory will 
be gained. ‘The editors of the old cor- 
rupt establishments, finding themselves 
entirely beat out, exposed to public 
scorn, and deserted by their former 
patrons, will be obliged to take a more 
virtuous course, and the result of all 
this will be a restoration of public mo- 
rals. 

III. The Constitution of this ‘‘ co-ope- 
rative association.” 

Art. 1. This shall be called an as- 
sociation for the reformation of vari- 
ous abuses. immoralities, &c. and for 
the promotion of morality and religion. 

Art. 2. There shall be a newspaper 
in the centre of these United States 
edited by nine men, devoted to the 
above purpose and under the superin- 
tendence of managers. Also sub- 
ordinate presses in all the States, and 
in each county, under the control of 
three managers—the managers to be 
elected by the members, and when im 
office, they have power to nominate 
27 men, either by letter or otherwise, 
for the central editorial department, 
and those of the managers who ma, 
be present at the time appointed, sha‘! 
by ballot choose nine out of the 27 
men, who shall serve as editors of the. 
central paper for three vears. 
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Art. 3. All the editors and printers 
shall have a stated salary, which shall 
be sufficiently ample for their support 
—so that the Press need not be lent to 
support corruption for the sake of gain; 
none of the managers, whether of the 
central or sub-establishments, shall 
have any reward for their services. 

Art. 4. Every person becoming a 
member of this association shall pay 
in proportion to his wealth. (Here 
Mr. C. remarked: If riches give influ- 
ence, let rich men pay for that influ- 
ence, let this money constitute a fund 
for defraying the expenses of printing, 
thus the papers will come lower to 
subscribers than other men can print 
them. ) 

Art. 5. There shall be nothing print- 
ed in those papers but what the editors 
conscientiously believe to be true. 

Art. 6. This association shall re- 
cognize the Christian religion on a lib- 
eral scale—it shall adopt its leading 
doctrines—such as the belief in one 
God—the atonement, whether consid- 
ered in the light of a legal satisfaction 
to Heaven’s offended justice, or as a 
Divine expedient through which God 
can consistently pardon sin—salvation 
by faith—the resurrection of the dead 
—rewards and punishments—in these 
views all can agree. 

Art. 7. A proposition to amend this 
constitution shall be a forfeiture of 
membership,—let this be understood 
when men become members, so that 
no alteration may ever be proposed 
and that this constitution may be pre- 
served. 

IV. Mr. C. then went on to show that 
this association will never do any harm. 

1. What harm could it do to expose 
corruption and vice of every kind? 

2. What harm to enlighten the com- 
munity by a liberal diffusion of truth 
on every subject? 





Vv. Mr. C. then said suppose the worst 
of this institution—say it will in some for- 
ty or fifty years to come do great harm to 
society, I will show you how to stop the 
mischief, &c. 


'. Let all the members withdraw 











from it without attempting to alter the 
constitution. 


2. Let them then form a constit, 
tion every way suited to the then ex. 
isting constitution of the society. 


Said Cherry is five feet ten or eleven 
inches high—dark hair, complexion rather 
pale but healthy looking—wears black 
clothes, and in his manner is pleasing and 
imposing in the superlative degree. Ed. 
itors in Cincinnau, Nashville, and othe; 
places to the southward, will subserve the 
interests of liberty and a free press, by 
taking such notice of this new fangled 
patnot as will prevent the unwary tron, 
becoming the victims of his cupidity. 





[From the Gospel Advocate, printed at 
Auburn, N. Y.)} 


WHAT NEXT? 
Our good orthodox friends are cer 
tainly not inactive. They seem deter- 
mined to monopolize every thing.-- 


‘Not content with the numerous com- 


binations which they have already form 
ed against the good of community, they 
have sent out their agents to form an- 
other, which if effected will doubtless 
complete their wished for monopoly. 
We have not time nor room to give 
particulars. We remark from what 
we have learned, the combination is 
for both potiricay and religious pur 
poses. It is, by soliciting funds from 
the people to defray part of its expen- 
ses, to monepolize the Press, force out 
of existence every publication the di- 
rectors do not choose to patronize, and 
thus not only to injure a large class 0: 
community, but to compel us to form 
our opinions according to the books 
and papers they shall please to put in- 
toour bands. Is not this another whee! 
in the mighty machine which the or- 
thodox are erecting against our free 
institutions? ‘The agents for effecting 
this we believe have traversed consid- 
erable part of our country, and ene. 
we suppose by no means the least, visit- 


ed our village, and received money— 


we know not how much. Let the peo- 
ple be careful. There is an enemy ? 
the midst of us. 
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SS 
(From the Trumpet and Magazine. } 
VANITY AND CRAFT. 


«‘ Therefore when thou dost thine alms, 
do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in 
the streets, that they may have glory of 
men.” —-Maitt. vi. 2 

The following very modest way of 
poasting, and crafty manner of obtain- 
ing money for orthodox purposes, will 
draw a smile upon the faces of many 
readers, and cause all to pity the man 
who is the author of it. 


« To the Benevolent of all denomina- 
tions in the state of Connecticut. 


A person residing in the county of 
Litchfield, in Connecticut, makes the 
following propositions: 

ist. }f ten or more persons, living 
in the state of Connecticut, will en- 
gage to pay 500 dollars cash, for the 
benefit of the American Board of Com- 
missioners for Foreign Missions, with- 
inone year from this date; or in five 
equal instalments of 100 dollars each, 
as the donors may prefer, then will I 
engage to pay the like sum of 500 dol- 
lars for the same object. Notice must 
be given of such intention to the Trea- 
surer of said Society, on or before the 
first day of March next, whose certi- 
ficate of such engagement, forwarded 
to me by the first day of April next, shail 
bind me to the payment of 500 dollars 
in whole, or by instalments, as is above 
specified. 

2. The same proposition is made by 
the same person, in favour of the Ame- 
rican Bible Society. 

3. So also is the same proposition 
made by the same person, in favour of 
the American Tract Society at N. York. 

4. And lastly, the same person 
makes the same proposition in favour 
of the American Education Society. 

That there may be no misapprehen- 
sion of the foregoing proposals, the 
author of them re-states that if either 
of them should be complied with, and 
filled within the limited period, then 
shall he hold himself bound to pay the 
‘um by him proposed. And if all of 





them should be filled up, then will he, 


in like manner, pay the sum proposed 
on all. 

| The name and address of the per- 
son making these proposals will be left 


‘with the officers of each institution in- 


terested in the resu!t. 
CoNNECTICUTENSIS. 


We are authorised to state, that the 
preceding offer is made by a gentle- 
man of character and responsibility, 
and hope all his benevolent proposals 
will be accepted. Editors Recorder.”’ 


We wish to inquire why this propo- 
sition is made to the benevolent of “ all 
denominations?’ It is an orthodox 
trick, and the money is wanted for or- 
thodox purposes. The Missionary So- 
ciety, the Bible Society, the Tract So- 
ciety, and the Education Society, are 
all orthodox sectarian institutions—in- 
stitutions which are decidedly opposed 
to the doctrines of a majority of the 
Christian sects in this country. Why 
then are all denominations called on 
to furnish them with funds? Do the 
orthodox expect us to give money to 
assist in overturning what we believe 
to be divine truth? If these are the 
means they intend to use, let them not 
deny any longer that they study day 
and night to accumulate funds. 

What a convenient way this “ Con- 
necticutensis”’ has of prating his own 
wonderful benevolence! His name, it 
is true, does not appear; but his pur- 
pose is answered better than if it did. 
All that feel disposed to inquire can 
obtain his name ;_and the Editors of the 
Recorder have embraced the occasion 
to say, With authority, that he is “a 
gentleman of character and responsi- 
bility.”’ This will do him good. He 
is repaid for his donations already.— 
And the Editors must not stop here; 
they must go on and pay this man up 
in full, for the Saviour said of such 
men, “ Verily I say unto you, they 
have their reward.”’ He blows a trum- 
pet before himself when he does good 
deeds; we will blow a trumpet after 
him. People shall not only know what 





he does, but why he does it. 
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The orthodox have now the means 
to obtain just as great an amount of 
property as they wish for; and they 
never will be satisfied until they have 


eee 


one hundred and six young men {yr 
the ministry. ‘The expense is estimated 
at 55,650 dollars. ‘ We hope,” says 
the New York Observer, * so good an 








taken the last cent. Let the Educa- || example will be imitated.” 


tion Society put 500 dollars into the 
hand of sone trusty friend, and let him 
issue such an advertisement as the 
above. If the plan succeeds, 5000 
dollars is brought into the Lord’s trea- 
sury. Give this sum to ten men, and 
let them go over the ground again, 
and they get 50,000 dollars. At the 
next trial, should you meet with the 
same success, you get 500,000 dollars. 

If people are foolish enough to be 
led into these measures, where will 
this evil end? and that the Editors of 
the Recorder think they are foolish 


enough, they have furnished proof. If 


they put all the money they obtain into 
the Lord’s treasury, the Calvinistic 
God must be very rich; perhaps al- 
most equal to Nebuchadnezzar’s, 
which was made entirely of gold. 

But to he serious, this is a growing 
evil, an evil the end of which we wish 
we could discover. If our feeble voice 
is unheard during the whirlwind and 
commotion of the sects, may Heaven 
hear our secret prayer, and save our 
country from the greatest evil with 
which it was ever threatened—an am- 
bitious, arrogant, and wealthy ecclesi- 
astical establishment. 

{From the New Haven Chronicle.) 

A benevolent individual has offered 
to pay for the tuition, in Yale College, 
of 100 indigent pious students, prepa- 
ring for the ministry. ‘The price of tui- 
tion is 33 dollars a year; consequent- 
ly, the offer is 3300 dollars a year. 

[The gentleman referred to, is pro- 
bably Mr. Arthur Tappan, of the city 
of New York.— Boston paper. | 





Another wheel in motion to furnish 
* competently qualified’ Pres- 
byterian teachers. 

Reven Presbyterian congregations 
in the city of New York have engaged 
to furnish the expense for preparing 


“ From two of the above congrega- 
tions,” says Mr. Cornelius, Secretary 
of the American Education Society. 
“the hope is entertained that further 
aid will be received.”? He adds: “The 
object has been presented to several 
other churches in New York, and ep. 
couragement given that something will 
hereafter be done in aid of it. The 
three Presbyterian churches in New- 
ark, it is to be hoped, will, by their joint 
eflorts, provide for twenty more” [give 
10,500 dollars.] This Secretary of a 
society for making priests, further adds: 
‘* The clerical members of the Board 
of Directors of the Presbyterian Branch 
of the American Society, have consent- 
ed to undertake agencies, for the pur- 
pose of presenting the object to other 
churches; and the Rev. William T. 
Hamilton, of Newark, has been ap- 
pointed to an agency of three montlis 
fer this purpose, and his people have 
generously consented to relinquish his 
services for that period, that he may 
accept the appointment.” 

Agreeably to a resolution of the last 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, this scheme of getting congre- 
gations to engage in bringing forward 
a fresh swarm of young Presbyterian 
Priests, is to be carried into effect 
throughout the United States. Do 
not Presbyterian congregations know 
that the more they do the more they 
will be required to do; and that they 
are preparing a yoke for themselves 
and their descendants which neither 
‘they nor their descendants will be able 
'to bear? Whatever may be their own 
| impressions on this subject, there is no 
doubt but by giving their money s¢ 
‘freely, and making such swarms of 
worldly-minded priests, they are con- 
| tributing to establish an ecclesiastical 
hierarchy in this country, under whieh 
thousands, even among themselves, will 
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complain, and groan, and suffer in vain 
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I 1, . tune they saw this, and make a 
united and firm stand, if they have the 
jest regard to the interests of true 
christianity, their own welfare, or the 
tiberties of this country. But alas, it 
33 to be feared that the die is already 
cost, and that they have no power or 
capability to make a stand or disobey 
the commands of their task-masters. 





READ AND UNDERSTAND. 
‘From the Christian Advocate and Journal. } 
* g1q@Ns OF THE TIMFS IN THE WEST. 

The following extracts are taken from 


communications from men of undoubted - 


veracity :— 
‘“* Lexington, Ky., June 9, 1828. 


“ About four or five months since, 
he Rev. S C was solicited 





by some of the leading characters, 
among the Presbyterians, to unite with | 


them in forming a Fayette Sabbath 
School Union, auxiliary to the Ameri- 
ean 8S. School Union. He refused, and 
gave as a reason that we had a Sab- 
bath School Union of our own. Soon 
after this, his name, with three others, 
all members of our church, | Methodist } 
were published in the Western Lumi- 
nary (a periodical published by the 
Presbyterians) as officers in the pro- 
posed union. As they lived in town, 
and remained ignorant of what was 
going on until their names were pub- 
hshed, they were much displeased. 

“ Accordingly a piece was written 
by them informing the public that they 
had nothing to do with the [ayette 
Union, and sent it to the editor of the 
Luminary, who, after some delay, gave 
ita place in his paper. 

“Soon after this occurrence, at a 
iarge meeting of the Presbyterians, a 
plan was proposed to raise twenty 
thousand dollars, to supply, as it was 
said, the destitute families of this state 
with the Bible. It was stated as the 
result of the best calculation that could 
he made, that there were about 33,000 
families destitute of the Bible in Ken- 
tucky. To accomplish this desired ob- 
ject, a board of commissioners (as they 
were called) were appointed to devise 


——_—_—- 


ways and means to raise the specified 
sum, and brother C 
were placed on the board without our 
consent or knowledge. A note was 
addressed to me by the secretary, in- 
forming me of my appointment, and 
requesting me to let him know by the 
ensuing Monday if I would serve. I 
wrote accordingly, informing him that 
I declined serving. In due time my 
note was presented by brother C “ 
who also informed him that he was not 
disposed to serve, and must be excu- 
sed. But after all, on the Wednesday 
following, our names* appeared in the 
Western Luminary as commissioners. 
That they should take such liberty with 
me I was not only surprised, but con- 
siderably hurt; but supposed it might 
have been an oversight in the editor, 
and that our refusing to serve would 
be published in the next paper, with a 
suitable apology. But, instead of this, 
to my astonishment, that paper con- 
tained a long address to the public, 
earnestly entreating them in the name 
| of the commissioners to raise, as soon 
as possible, the sum of twenty thousand 
dollars, to supply the destitute families 
of this state with Bibles. 
management was calculated to affect 
us as a body of Christians, as well as 
our individual characters and respon- 
sibilities. It was therefore exposed in 
an address to the commissioners, over 
the signature of A Kentuckian, and di- 
rected to the editor of the Luminary. 
But he has given the public no intima- 
tion of our objections to serve in col- 
lecting such a sum of money for the 
above purpose; and we stand before 
the public, so far as the Luminary goes, 
as voluntary agents, actively engaged 
to raise twenty thousand dollars,— 
However, the Kentuckian, after some 
time, appeared in the Kentucky Re- 
porter of this town.” 


A representation of the destitute 


state of the people relative to the Bi- 
ble, made such an impregsion on the 

















* Richard Tydings and Stephen Chiplv 
of Lexington. 








and myself 


This kind of 
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minds of the people in and about Louis- 
ville [Kentucky] some time last spring, 
that about eight hundred or a thousand 
dollars were subscribed to supply those 
destitute families. The Bible Society 
of that place is composed of different 
religious denominations, and friends to 
the Bible not of any church. The pro- 
priety of employing an agent to collect 
and receive donations, and distribute 
Bibles to the destitute families in Jef- 
ferson co., was submitted to the board 
of managers. It was ascertained that 
qualified persons of different denomi- 
nations might be employed, and that 
some of them would undertake to com- 
plete this benevolent work for a very 
small compensation. After some dis- 
cussion the decision was deferred un- 
til the next meeting. At that meeting 
the Presbyterians constituted a major- 
ity of the board, and a Presbyterian 
minister was chosen to distribute the 
Bibles, for which he receives fifty dol- 
Jars a month. Suppose the agent spends 
twelve months in the discharge of his 
duties, as it is presumed he will, it fol- 
lows that of one thousand dollars sub- 
scribed for a noble charity, the mana- 
gers give him six hundred. Kentucky 
is thickly settled, rich, and well sup- 
plied with gospel ministers. Under 
suc! circumstances for a number of 
ministers on such wages to be riding 
about the cities and best improved 
neighbourhoods and churches in the 
centre of the country, as missionaries, 
some to raise funds and others to dis- 
tribute them, is and will be considered 
by some, of a doubtful character rela- | 
tive to the management of charitable 
funds. 
Vote of thanks to the Lord! ! 

There having been a revival of reli- 
gion, so called, among the students of 
Amherst College, the members of the 
Institution lately had a legal meeting, 
and formally passed a vote of. thanks 
to the Lord for the revival, and order- 
ed the vote to be entered on the re- 
cords of the College faculty. 


“ Real- | 


—_—— 








ly,’ says an Eastern paper, “ it ap- 


pears to us to be inappropriate and y, 
diculous. it is common for Congress 
and other legislative bodies, to pass 
votes of thanks expressive of their re 
spect for certain meritorious public 
servants, and sometimes to propose 
them gold and silver medals; but this 
is the first time we ever heard of a {oy 
mal vote being taken whether the Lord 
should be thanked or not, and a reso. 
lution framed that it be entered on the 
records of the corporation!’’ Will the 
Lord be pleased with such compliments 
and formal flatteries made to his name. 





Another vote of thanks to the Lord 
proposed. 

At the late meeting of the Nationa! 
Tract Society in New York, the * Rey. 
S. H. Ting,” of Maryland, moved 2 
vote of thanks to the Lord for his spe- 
cial blessing on the exertions of the 
Society. The motion was seconded 
by the ** Rev. B. Tappan,”’ of Augus- 
ta, Maine. ‘ Whether it was carried 
or not,”’ says the Christian Intelligen- 
cer, “ does not appear by the account.” 
It is presumable that it was carried— 
but such bandying of compliments to 
the Lord has a very singular appear- 
ance, and is among those new inven- 
tions now so common in these days of 
religious scheming and missionary op- 
erations. 

Some time ago a merchant in New 
York gave his note for 1000 dollars 
“for value received of the Lord,” to 
the Treasurer of the National Tract 
Society, which was punctually paid 
without being endorsed (by the Lord) 
to the Treasurer of that Society. What 
familiarity it would seem these men 
have with the Lord, and what exten- 
sive transactions they carry on with 
the Lord, if we are to believe what 
they tell us. It seems, indeed, from 
their declarations and statements, that 
they have the entire keeping of the 
Lord’s Treasury. And if they have 
got to passing votes of thanks to the 
Lord when their plans and purposes 
are successful, what should hinder 
them from passing resolutions of cer- 
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cure and disapprobation against the 
Lord when they are frustrated in their 
undertakings. Both the one and the 
other are alike profane and impious, 
and exceed in arrogance any thing 
that ever took placesin the Church of 
Rome in the most corrupt periods of 
rapal degeneracy. 
CHRISTIAN PARTY IN 
POLITICS. 

Extract from an address delivered on 
the 4th of July last, at Boston, by the 
“Rev.” Mr. Knowles. 

« Another way in which Christiani- 
ty is, 1 doubt not, destined to operate 
for the salvation of this country, is, that 
CurisT1ans will combine their influence, 
more than they have ever yet done, for 
the support of pure political principles, 
and for the election of good men to of- 
fices of trust and power.— The Curis- 
‘rians of this country already form a 
large proportion of the electors.. If 
they were united in their suffrages, they 
might even now decide almost any great 
and general question. Suppose that 
every man in the United States who 
fears God should act, in reference to 
the Presidential election, on the same 
principles that he would act in choos- 
ing a minister for his church, or a pre- 
ceptor for his child, and give his vote 
conscientiously for that man whose 
principles and conduct are most in ac- 
cordance with the word of God; can 
you doubt, that such a union of Chris- 
han suffrages would decide the contest 
which now convulses and disgraces the 
nation ? “agate 

“This union of Christians will, 
hereafter, regulate political power, in 
this and every other country. The time 
is coming, when our officers will be 
peace, and our exactors righteousness. 
It will then be considered almost as 
‘normous an inconsistency to allow 
iN irreligious man to exercise the func- 
‘ions of magistracy or legislation among 
christian people, as to suffer him to 
iscend the sacred desk.” 


The above sentiments, says an East- 





"mn Editor, «are but a second edition 


of those of Dr. Ely.” “ Does this look 
as if Dr. Ely was alone in his attempt 
to unite Church and State by means of 
a christian party in politics?” 





RELIGIOUS RULERS. 

We learn from the Boston Record- 
er that a sermon was lately delivered 
at Concord, N. H. before the constitu- 
ted authorities of that state, on the Re- 
sponsibilities of Rulers. ‘Vis sermon 
has since been printed. ‘The sub- 
ject,” says the Boston Recorder, * was 
applied to the civil rulers present, and 
the following means suggested by 
which they may discharge their great 
obligations: by devoting themselves to 
Prayer——by opposing vice in every 
form—by supporting the gospel and 
patronizing benevolent objects. ‘The 
topics urged in this discourse,” con- 
tinues the Recorder, “ are out of the 
common beaten track of Election Ser- 
mons, and are highly worthy of atten- 
tion. ‘They are adapted to the posture 
of affairs at the present period; and 
we trust they will not be confined to 
the civil authorities of the state in 
which they were delivered, but have 
an influence in forming the characters 


of state and national rulers through 
the land.” 


This sermon must have been on a 
par with, or perhaps a little a-head of, 
* Dr.” Ely’s 4th of July sermon, and 
designed to prepare the way for a union 
of Church and State. 





[Communicated from a Correspondent ix 
Maine. | 


**It is diffieult to oppose received opi- 
nions, however absurd or unfounded they 
may be. The labouring oar will always 
be upon you. You must disprove what 
has no proof to support it, and a bare pos- 
sibility that you may mistake, shall be 
deemed a full conviction, the clearest de- 
monstration on your side shall be called 
only carnal, and human knowledge not to 
be used about spiritual things; and even 
when your reasoning forces convictign, 
you will have little thanks for your pains 
from those whose opinions you controvert; 





but you will be said to disturb points al- 
ready settled, and will most probably be 
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charged with supporting the cause of de- 
ism or atheism.” 

It would really seem that our mo- 
dern clergy so manifestly render the 
commandments of God of non-effect 
by their traditions, that mentioning 
their schemes would be a sufficient re- 
futation of them. When we read of 
those who compass sea and land to 
make one proselyte, who that allows 
himself to reflect, can avoid saying 
such are our missionaries. When we 
reflect how much of the pomp and ce- 
remony of what is called divine wor- 
ship, is forbidden in the gospel; that 
none of it is expressly commanded, or 
1s even implied by any reasonable con- 
struction and interpretation of scrip- 
ture, who can avoid being astonished. 
That men should invent and practice 
absurd rites and ceremonies, is not sur- 
prising ; but itis inconceivable how they 
can pretend the authority of the gos- 
pel of truth, of Him who said, call no 
man master. 

You have engaged in a good cause, 
that of religious liberty, and without it 
our civil liberty is but a name; as no 
tyranny is worse than religious tyranny, 
and of al] masters bigots and hypocrites 
are the most cruel and unrelenting.— 
Remembering that a little leaven lea- 
veneth the whole lump, be not weary 
in well-doing. The eyes of the people, 
it is true, perceive the danger from spi- 
ritual tyrants and demagogues, slowly ; 
but they do begin to open their eyes, 
and when they once realize their dan- 
ger, we have nothing to fear. A union 
of hypocrites is the only thing that can 
endanger our religious liberties; this 
they are now attempting, but the ma- 
terials are so discordant, and few or 
none being willing to be seconds, the 
prospect is that a large and preponder- 
ating majority of even the would-be- 
masters cannot be expected to agree 
upon the division of the spoils; if, 
therefore, we must have religion which 
is yf this world, the more they differ 
among themselves the less danger from 
their machinations. These remarks 
are made to show you that some few 


! 
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jsigns of the times. 





even in this remote part of the United 
States, appreciate your labours ang 
wish you success. R, 





For the Reformer. 
SAYINGS AND DOINGS of 
THE CLERGY. 

Mr. Reformer—I have an interest 
in common with my fellow citizens, jy, 
whatever tends to promote the prosper. 
ity and happiness of this growing re- 
public. Whenever, therefore, | see 
any thing which may tend to check jt 
in its growth, or a design on the part 
of any man, or body of men, to curtail 
our civil and religious privileges, or in 
any manner to restrain us in the en- 
jovment of them further than what js 
compatible with the good and whole- 
some laws of civil society and our re- 
lation to each other, I deem it my im- 
perious duty, and also the duty of eve. 
ry citizen, to discountenance and op- 
pose every such attempt. That the 
Presbyterian clergy, seconded in some 
instances by the Baptists and Metho- 
dists, whom they have artfully drawn 
over to their plans, are attempting, 
and have long designed to curtail, not 
onlv the religious privileges of the citi- 
zens, but also their civil rights, must 
be apparent to every observer of the 
They would dic- 
tate in all matters of conscience and 
worship; and not being satisfied with 
this, they seek to hold control over the 
pecuniary interests of their fellow men, 
and over their daily avocations, exer- 
cises, recreations and amusements. In 
proof of this, you need only look to 
their late proceedings in the state o! 
New York, their pious stage lines, and 
recently their meetings, resolves, and 
various attempts to carry their plans 
into operation in this city and state. 

What an astonishing contrast or dil- 
ference there is between the primitive 
chyistians, and those who style them- 
alias christians at the present day. In 
these davs we see them thirsting and 
striving for wealth, influence and pow- 
er; and whenever they obtain either, 
we see them using it in an arbitra). 
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overbearing and oppressive manner ; 
they are not content, like their great 
Prototype, to wear the garb of hamili- 
ty, meekness and moderation, they are 
too impatient to await the more dila- 
tory, but sure process of turning sin- 
ners from the error of their ways by 
argument and persuasion, but would 
drive them by threatening them with 
their hot displeasure. If we take the 
declarations of many of the clergy—if 
we are to form an-opinion of what 
they would do, had they uncontrolled 
power, from what we see them do 
where they have the means, what 
must that opinion be? Surely, that to 
them every knee should bow, and eve- 
ry tongue confess. They talk as fa- 
miliarly of fighting the battles of the 
Lord, as though their forces were al- 
yeady organized and commissioned 
from heaven to sweep with the besom 
of destruction all opposers of their de- 
signs and machinations. Why did not 
the author of the Christian Religion 
and his apostles exercise power oyer 
their opposers? it will not be pretend- 
ed that they had none; for they were 
eadowed with power from on high— 
they could heal] the sick, raise the dead, 
and set the captive prisoner free. But 
our modern self-styled Divines seem 
tohave imbibed the idea that, where 
‘har preaching fails to convince and 
iurn the hearers of the word to their 
own tenets or dogmas, something else 
inust be used, therefore they have set 
on foot the conscription. In their Sun- 
day Schools their infant bands are re- 
sularly marshalled and trained, and pi- 
ols indigent young men must be edu- 
rated as officers and leaders of these 
bands, 

Indeed, Mr. Editor, I see so little 
evidence of that pure, disinterested, 
and divine religion among the pro- 
Jessors of it at this day, that I am al- 
inost led to believe that the heavenly 
‘isitant finding not where to rest her 
fot among the children of men, has 
“inged her way to the realms of ever- 
‘asting bliss, and left poor wretched 
“a to wrangle and contend for wealth, 











power, and the names by which he 


would be known. 

Such is now the organized system 
of begging under holy pretences, that 
plans for obtaining money are In ope- 
ration in almost every town and village 
of our country, from the mite and cent 
societies, up to the more enticing sound 
of life members, directors, and oflicers 
of every grade, all of which have their 
fixed price sand honorable appellations 
to entice and procure gain. So great, 
indeed, is the mania for money among 
the clergy, that it is their universal cry, 
and by them trumpeted from the sacred 
desk at all times and on all occasions, 
until it has become painful to the de- 
vout christian who would not defile the 
worship of his Maker by the worship 
of mammon. The language in which 
many of them clothe their sermons 
when connected with begging, or in 
other words, demanding money, is of- 
ten blasphemous. Being at one of the 
Presbyterian Churches in this city not 
many Sabbaths ago, my ears were as- 
sailed by language from the desk, ad- 
dressed to the congregation, of this 
sort—My hearers, would you test your 
religion, and know whether you are 
holy or not; ask yourselves, whether, 
in the avocations of the week past, in 
your speculations, in your tradings, you 
have traded for the Lord? whether you 
have been industrious to collect and 
pay into his Treasury of your earnings ? 
whether you have diligently and care- 
fully forwarded on to Heaven’s Bank 
your silver and your gold? But this, 
the reader will say, is figurative lan- 
guage, and is not to be taken literally, 
therefore not so bad—irue, it is figura- 
tive, for no man, unless a maniac, could 
think of carting silver and gold to Hea- 
ven. It is, I have said, figurative, and 
if it has any meaning at a!l, it means 
that if you have not forwarded your 
earnings, or the proceeds of your in- 
dustry, on to the treasury of the mis- 


sionary society, or some of the other- 


societies (for they are all the same, in 
fact and operation, only different baits 
concealing hooks of different sizes, 
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from the diminutive one for the shrimp 
up to the more ponderous hook for the 
whale,) then you are not a christian 
but a reprobate. Now this Bank can 
mean nothing else than the Treasury 
of the Foreign Missionary Society, or 
some of the establishments in alliance 
with it—and | should not be more 
shocked than I have been at many of 
their blasphemous expressions, to hear 
them, in pursuing their figures of rhe- 
toric, declare that Jesus Christ is 
President of that Bank, that J. Evarts 
ig the Cashier, that the Life-members 
of those societies are the Stockholders, 
and that the multitude of Secretaries 
and others belonging to their establish- 
ments are its clerks, runners, &c. 

I know of no class or profession of 
men so greedy, so avaricious, and so 
covetous as the clergy generally; there 
are exceptions, but they are few.— 
When they obtain money they are as 
tenacious of it as their fellow men. 
Whenever you see one of fifteen hun- 
dred or two thousand dollars salarv, 
or more, as 3s often the case in our 
wealthy cities, and an offer is made 
by another society to raise that salary, 
provided he will come to that society, 
the removal is almost invariably made; 
and what is the object? are the souls 
of those who pay the most, the most 
valuable? or is it from a desire to ac- 
quire much that they may devote the 
more to benevolent and charitable pur- 
poses? not so; but as they increase in 
wealth you will see them to abound 
more and more in the luxuries of life. 
A Rev. Divine of this city whose in- 
come from various sources, I am credi- 
bly informed, amounts to more than 
three thousand dollars, wishing to make 
a journey to New York some few days 
since, could not submit to the very 
great inconveniences, pains and suf- 
ferings attendant on one in travelling 
by the public couveyances, such as 
elegant steam-boats and easy coaches, 
in which the expense of traveliing is 
reduced to a mere nullitv—but must 
hire a private coach and be attended 
hy serv.ots at double or treble the 





—==. 
expense. No person can for a mo. 
ment question the right of the Parson 
so to do—but might not the dollars of 
extra, and we may say of extravagan; 
expense, with a better grace have heen 
appropriated to some of the many cha. 
ritable purposes for which he is week}, 
begging? Let there be some harmony, 
at least some appearance of it, between 
their declarations and their deeds. — 
Let the Rev. Dr. Ely, before he again 
insults his audience by telling them tha 
he 1s tired of receiving pennies, and 
that those who cannot afford to put in 
silver, such as eleven-penny-bits or 
quarters or half dollars, may as well 
stay at home; [ say let him give from 
his large estate somewhat in proportio: 
as others give, or as he would that the: 
sheuld give. ; 
On the last Sabbath morning [ at. 
tended at the fifth Presbyterian church, 
formerly Mr. Skinner’s, for the purpose 
of listening to the smooth notes of Mr. 
Maffit—I had heard him before with 
some degree of pleasure, not that I had 
been instructed at all, but amused, as 
by some favorite actor or opera dan- 
cer—he abounds in easy flowing ex- 
pressions, strong sentences, and in ele- 
gant quotations from authors both in 
prose and verse, occasionally seasoned 
by Shakspeare’s originality. In short, 
a farmer would say by way of figure, 
“fine tops, but small potatoes.” It 
appears that many go as I have been, 
to listen to him particularly; for so 
soon as the sermon is finished the au- 
dience retire and leave the bags and 
boxes pennyless—this had been objec: 
ted to by the preacher at times before, 
but did not have the desired effect— 
it was determined to remedy the evil 
on the Sabbath above mentioned, con- 
sequently, after two prayers and twice 
singing, the speaker arose and read 
from the desk a notice that a collection 
would then be taken for the benefit o! 
two indigent pious young men, now fit- 
‘ing for the ministry, one of whom Is 
be licensed next Autumn. Here w2* 
a house filled to overflowing above and 
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neat almost to suffocation—thus the 
audience were called upon to sweat 


and smother for the benefit of two young 
men who were probably coolly enjoy- 


ing themselves elsewhere—so the cards 
were cut, and the people must wait 
Mr. Maffit’s deal. Kuros Kura. 
" Philadelphia, August 14, 1828. 


The “* Presbyterians” have the art and 
management to entrap and outwit many 
of the Methodists, Baptists and others, and 
we presume, in the present instance, Mr. 
Mafit being a Methodist, would not have 
been found begging money for the above 
purpose, had he been apprized in time on 
what conditions he was to occupy the desk 
ofaPresbyterian meeting house. But once | 
on their premises he might feel himself 
straitened in refusing any of their demands. | 

If Methodists, Baptists and others i 
sent to take on themselves the Presbyte- 
rian yoke, they may find it in the end (un-} 
like the yoke of Christ) neither easy nor! 
light—£d. Ref. 


| 











[From the Boston Recorder. | 


SABBATH CAUSE. 

An untoward Event.—On Monday 
of last week, at noon, the President of 
the United States arrived at Quincy on 
a visit from Washington. On Sabbath 
moruing he was travelling in a Steam- 
boat, and arrived at Providence about 
eleven o'clock. He attended divine 
service in the afternoon, and “ in the 
evening’? recommenced his journey on || 
horseback. As he rode twenty miles} 
that night it is probable he leit Provi- 
dence long before the sun was down. 
in reference to these facts the Chris- 
tan Watchman appropriately remarks: 
“The conduct of President Apams is | 
al this time especially to be regretted, 
because attempts are now making by 
the friends of the Sabbath, for its more 
strict observance, and for counteract- 
ing all unnecessary travelling and labor 
on that day. Mr. Apams has most 
sorely wounded and grieved his reli- 
“ious friends through the country; and 
‘isa wound and grief which they will 
ot soon forget.”” We are not accus- 
‘omed to “ speak evil cf the ruler of 
*ur people,” or to mingle party politi- 
4 questions with the infinitely higher 











matters of religion. It is therefore on- 
ly in reference to religion, and to the 
public morals and happiness, that we 
make this conduct of the President a 
subject of animadversion. In that view, 
we cannot holda clear conscience with- 
out pronouncing this open violation of 
the Sabbath a flagrant outrage upon 
the moral feelings of the people of New 
England at large; and the same re- 
mark will apply extensively in New 
York and other large districts of our 
country. Itis with extreme pain that 
we are compelled to warn the youth of 
our land against the moral influence of 
this example of the Chief Magistrate of 
the Union, from whom they should ex- 
pect different things. 


[The editor of the Recorder should 
remember that the ** King’s business 
requires hasie,’’ and that Mr. Adams 
was now on his way home. If Presi- 
dent Adams has no greater crimes to 
answer for than those here alluded to, 
and which it seems * has most sorely 
wounded and grieved his religious 
friends through the country,” we 
should suppose him by no means the 
worst of men. He must expect, how- 
ever, froin this “‘ untoward event”’ in 
his life, to lose half a million of votes, 
which * Dr.”’ Ely tells us the Presby- 
terians alone can bring to the polls, 
and it is likely that the New England 
churches can bring as many more, 
which he must also expect to lose. It 
is now critical times since the priest- 
hood have undertaken to bring their 
forces “into the field.”’ It is quite 
necessary to seem to be religious, to 
have their support. Is such a state 
of things calculated to make hypo- 
crites? ‘ We are not answerable for 
their hypocrisy,” says “ Dr.” Ely, “ if 
it does.”’] 

MEETING AT AUBURN, N. Y. 
A meeting similar to the one held at 
Jtica, and which was noticed in our last, 
has been lately held at Auburn, N. Y. the 
seat of a Theological Seminary. The mect- 
ing is said to be the largest ever convened 


in that place, on any occasion, and attend 
ed by men of the highest respectability o¢ 
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nearly every denomination ‘of Christians. | 
The object of the meeting being stated, 
the following resolutions were unanimous- 


ly adopted: 


hereas an association has been 
form*d by a number of Clergvmen and 
others, called the ‘General Union for 
promoting the observance of the Chris- 
tian Sabbath,’ the members of which 
association are pledged to promote 
such observance, by supporting and 
encouraging only those lines of con- 
veyance by staves, steam-boats, and 
canal boats, whose owners do not em- 
ploy them on the Sabbath— 

* Resolved. As the sense of this 
meeting, ‘That all associations and 
combinations of men, formed to pre- 
scribe and dictate to others, in what 
manner they shall observe and keep 
the Sabbath, are subversive of the free 
exercise of the riclits of conscience. 

“ Resolved, That the attacks upon 
the business, interests, and property 
of such of our fellow citizens as de- 
chne to observe the Sabbath, in con- 
formity to the prescriptions and dic- 
tations of the association above named, 
mdependently of their moral injustice, 
eught to be tirmly resisted, as tending 
to destroy the peace and harmony of 
Society. 

* Resolved, That it be recommend- 
ed, that all donations, in money or 
other property, be withheld from those 
elergymen and religious congrega- 
tions who have become parties to said 
association. 

> * And, whereas, it has been recom- 





mended from the pulpit, and in various 
publications possessing the confidence 
of numerous and large Ecclesiastical 
bodies, and, as there is good reason to 
believe, secretly urged by travelling 
agents, that, under the name of ‘a 
christian party in politics,’ there should 
be formed a party upon the basis of a 
union in matters of religious faith and 
doctrine, to act in concert on occa- 
sions of nomination to civil offices, to 
vote as such at the Ponts, and thereby 
to control elections, and to elevate such 
men to office as said religious part) 


ee 








ee 
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| shall deem possessed of sufficient rej, 
gious piety and orthodoxy to be rule): 
of the landc—Therefore, 


** Resolved, That the members of 
this meeting hereby enter their soley, 
protest against the forming or organ). 
zing of « religious party in politics, 
because the obvious tendency of such 
religious party, is a connexion of 
Church and State, and the destruction 
of the liberties of the people. It was 
then 


“ Resolved, That the proceedings of 
this meeting be published in the news. 
papers, and that Archibald Green, W. 
H. Seward, and Dr. Campbell Wakio 
be a committee to prepare and publish 
in a pamphlet form, and at length, the 
doings of the same. 


If. POLHEMUS 
B. SMITH, Secretary.” 


n 


5, Chairman. 





Our authority for the statement given i: 
our last number respecting the Sabbuatl. 
laws recently enacted in the city of New 
York, will be found in the following ex 
tract from an article in the New York Te! 
escope of August 9th. 


“They have already succeeded i 
enlisting some of the civil authorities 
in their schemes; they have procure: 
the passage of laws to enforce the ob 
servance of the Sabbath, one of whic) 
savs ‘that it shall be lawful! for any ow 
of the constables, er any other person 
duly appointed, to enter’ and examine 
our premises, ‘and if any such officer 
or person shall be refused admittance 
in any of the said premises, or preven! 
ed from entering therein, the perso 
occupying the said premises shall for- 
feit and pay for every such offence, 
&c., in virtue of which any person 
‘duly appointed’ tor the purpose, nis), 
upon any pretence, enter our prems*s 
and search them, from garret to cell! 
to ascertain if there should be any pr 
son violating said laws. Next we ind 
a ‘Sunday School’? Grand Jury pre 
sentins the whole city, en masse, " 
violating these ‘laws, and, upon te 
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subject, one of their prints* remarks: 
‘they [the laws] speak undoubtedly 
the voice of the people, upon this sub- 
ject; and on this point at least, the 
voice of the people is the voice of God. 
And what is to be done in the case? 
why the laws must be enforced as far 
as possible, in the true spirit, and we 
are glad to hear that our civil authori- 
ties have expressed their determination 
that they shall be enforced accordingly 
without delay. We [observe who we 
are] had a great deal rather, indeed, 
convince and persuade people what is 
right, than drive and compel them by 
forcible means ; and we certainly would 
not, lie Jupiter in the fable, resort to 
our thunderbolts until we had first 
fairly tried all our argumentative am- 
unition in vain ;’ [but then we will re- 
sort to our thunderbolts, they might as 
well have said] ‘ we are sure that the 
sood sense of our community, the 
whole weight of public opinion in our 
city, is entirely on the side of our laws 
on this point.” Now, Mr. Editor, | am 
sure of no such thing, for I do not be- 
lieve that the people of the city of New 
York are yet prepared to submit to 
such an abridgement of their liberties, 
under the operation of a law totally 
unconstitutional, and I ain of the opi- 
nion that an attempt on their part to 
enforee it, will be attended with more 
evil than good.” 


The Providence, (R. J.) Investigator, 
states that in the extracts we made from 
the Address of the Sabbath Convention at 
New York, the reading in several papers 


is—It is not the object of this Union to. 


enforce the laws of the several states in 
favour of the Sabbath.” We have only 
seen the Address as published in the Bos- 
ton Recorder, that standard of orthodoxy 
and accuracy, and there is no mot in the 
sentence, as may be seen by referring to 
that paper of June 6th. 





Extract of a letter from Berne, Switzerland. 

Fanaticism is the growth of all ages and 
all places—of which our city has just fur- 
wished a very tragical example. A wo- 


_— 
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_” the N.Y. (Presbyterian) Observer, it 
‘Spresumed.—id. Hef. 








man whose son was named Isaac, and her 
husband Abraham, took it into her head 
that she was under the obligation to sa- 
crifice her son for the expiation of her 
sins; and actually performed the sacrifice 
upon her toilet, which she converted into 
a kind of an altar, and persuaded her hus- 
band that it was a good and laudable act. 
They have both been taken up and im- 
prisoned—and except their fanaticism ap- 
pear to be in their right senses. 





[From the Maine Baptist Herald. | 


**Yet once more I shake not the earth 
only, but also heaven—that the things 


which cannot be shaken may remain.” 
Heb. xii. 26. 


If by the term heaven be understood 
(according to general acceptation) the 
visible church, or the body of Christ’s 
people on the earth, we conceive there 
never was a time when the spirit of the 
text was more signally manifested, than 
at the present.—A spirit of inquiry has 
gone out and a general unpulse has 
been received, causing so great a stir 
among the professed people of God 
that the noise thereof has produced as- 
tonishment even among the uncircum- 
cised in heart.—Almost every denom- 
ination of professing Christians are, 
as some would say, distracted with 
contentions and divisions; we should 
call it a sifting time. Even among 
the peaceable society of Kriends there 
are divisions, as may be seen by our 
last page. When Friends are sun- 
dered we may surely conclude that 
the ** spirit of iniquity” is on the alert, 
that the last time has indeed come, that 
the shaking time has commenced m 
which those things which are unstable 
shal} be destroyed, and the things which 
cannot be shaken become visible.— 
On our part there is no surprize con- 
cerning these things. With deep re- 
gret have we seen many of our breth- 
ren turning to the ** weak and beggar- 
ly elements of this world’ for assist- 
ance in the work of God; and we have 
therefore expected a day of trial. It 
has overtaken us. The churches wil! 


be purged, and it is not to be regretied; 
but * who shall abide His appearing?” 
i Who will be able to stand: when. the 
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Eternal shall ** sit as a refiner’s fire’’ 
to purify his church? - The answer is 
plain—He whose trust is wholly in 
God. 
DEFERRED ARTICLE. 
Dispute about * Holy Time.”’ 


A dispute has been going on for some 
time in the religious papers in Connecti- 
cut, concerning the period at which ** Ho- 
ly ‘lime” begins. The people in that 
state have been accustomed to fix ** Holy 
Time” at sun-set Saturday evening; but 
solos writer is accused of putting forth a 
pir in one of the papers that has done 
mor. towards unsettling the minds of the 
people, and even ministers, and leading 
them to think ** Holy Time” does not com- 
merce till Sunday morning, than any wri- 
ter that has ever before appeared. They 
congratulate themselves however that a 
writer has at length produced & piece in 


one of their papers, that has put matters 
all moht again, and proved that ‘** Holy 
fine” begins Saturday evening at sun 
setting. What an important result? Such 


ure the folly and ignorance which priest- 
craft entails on its votaries. The people 
in Connecticut are really objects of pity, 
and have need of all their missionaries, 
(not to enhghten them, for this they ap- 
pear incapable of doing, but) to keep 
them in blindness. 





Mr. Sprague, an American clergyman 
now in France, In a late letter from Paris, 
says, ** Here, as in other parts of France, 
the Sabbath is the principal day of amuse- 
ment, both with Protestants and Catho- 
lics.”’ In the same letter he remarks: 
‘* intemperance is certainly far less pre- 
valent than in the United States ; indeed, 
| cannot say that I have seen an instance 


: ° ° ° ° ee 
of gross intoxication since Ll have been in| 


the country.” 





[From the Christian Intelligencer. ] 

A voice from the margin of the Grave.— 
The venerable Nathaniel Emmons, D. D. 
of Franklin, Mass. with whose fame our 
readers are acqttainted as having been the 
principal leader of the orthodox party in 
New England, has openly and plainly de- 
clared against Drs. Beecher, Griffin, and 
the other orthodox clergy of that stamp, 
accusing them of ** intrigue, duplicity and 
artful management,’ and declaring it as 


his belief, that, *f unless they are soon ar-| 


rested in their course, an ecclesiastical hie- 
racchy will be established in this country, 
as oppressive and dangerous in its efiects 


— 
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as Was ever exerted by the Pope of Rome 

The obtaining of religious funds by tho.. 
orthodox people, he considers as the ex. 
tain steps to the consummation of the:- 
ambitious and unholy designs. We ho». 
that the public will now believe there ;. 
something in the statement that the actiy, 
leaders of the orthodox party are dete; 
mined on obtaining the civil rule in coy 
nection with their ecclesiastical author, 
Many will believe Dr. Emmons when thé, 
would not believe persons of another fait}, 





A London Magazine recommends yer 
earnestly the forming of Missionary Asso. 
ciations in Sunday Schools—*‘ not so much; 
for the funds that might be obtained, by; 
for its influence as part of the education 
of the children.” 

Conversions the wrong way, or Christian: 
becoming Mahometans. 

Extract of a letter from Smyrna, dated 
the 10th ult. —** Admiral de Rigny is now 
in our seas; the French and English Ad- 
mirals are at Navarino. Many of the sai 
lors belonging to the French and Dutch 
vessels anchored here have embraced the 
Mahometan religion, in spite of all the 
efforts their captains could make to hinder 
them. Their example has been followed 
by some American sailors.” 





Destruction of the World in four years. 

Some German Journals predict the ap 
proach of a comet, which will destroy the 
world in 1832. A like catastrophe, it may 
be remembered, was threatened in a com- 
munication to the French Academy 0! 
Sciences, in May 1773, by M. Delalande, 
when people died of fear, and the clergy 
sold places in Paradise at a large profit. 

St. Paul’s Church, in N. Y. was conse- 
crated on the 16th ult. by Bishop Hobart 
100 of the pews were sold for $ 38,000. 





Mr. Selden Braynard of Boston, adver- 
tises 5 pews which he wishes to exchange 


for Theatre Stock or Lottery Tickets. 





A dialogue between a Clergyman and 2 
Farmer, has been received, but we have 
been unable to insert it in this number, 
with other interesting matter, which we 
would wish to present to the public. 


——< 
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